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Birmingham Law Society Diversity and Inclusion Scheme 2026
Application Form

[bookmark: _Hlk193795012]Please complete the below information and send to dis@birminghamlawsociety.co.uk by 5pm on 30 May 2026.

	PART 1:  YOUR DETAILS AND ELIGIBILITY

	
	Your Details

	
	Name 

	
	Address 

	
	Email 

	
	Mobile 

	[bookmark: _Hlk138671439]
	Residence 

	
	Please confirm by checking this box that you reside in Birmingham (or its surrounding areas) and can commit to studying in Birmingham and taking part in the placements offered by the partner firms in their Birmingham offices. 

	

	
	Financial Circumstances

	
	I do not have access to familial loans or financial gifts
	

	
	I do not have more than £5,000 in my savings account, current account, ISA or held elsewhere.
	

	
	Your Background 

	
	Please tick any of these statements that apply (you may be asked to provide evidence supporting these statements during the application/interviewing process):

	
	Attending a non-fee paying, non-selective school
	

	
	Being part of the first generation in your family to attend higher education 
	

	
	Any experience in local authority care
	

	
	Estrangement from family
	

	
	Refugee status
	

	
	Being the sole carer of a parent(s) or, if living away from home, the sole carer of a sibling

	

	
	Having a registered disability
	

	
	Being from a Low household income demonstrated by:
	

	
	Being in receipt of Income Support, Job Seeker's Allowance, or Employment and Support Allowance
	

	
	Being eligible for free school meals whilst at secondary school
	

	
	Being in receipt of Universal Credit
	

	
	Being in receipt of, or living with a parent/Guardian in receipt of Asylum Support
	

	
	Being in receipt of a 16-19 Bursary in England or EMA (Education Maintenance Allowance) in Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland
	

	
	Being in receipt of Learner Support (FE 19+) or equivalent FE funding for Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland
	

	
	Living with a parent/Guardian in receipt of Child Tax Credit where the candidate is named on the award and the household income used to calculate the tax credits is less than £25,000
	

	
	Living with a parent/Guardian in receipt of Income Support, Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance or Income-based Employment and Support Allowance
	

	
	Living with a parent/Guardian in receipt of Universal Credit, if the annual household take-home pay as stated on the award is less than £25,000
	

	
	Exceptional challenges 

	
	If you fulfil the criteria under 1.3 and 1.4 you are automatically eligible to apply for the scheme and do not need to complete section 1.5.

	
	If you do not fulfil criteria under 1.3 - 1.4, you may still be eligible to apply for the scheme if you believe that you face or have faced significant challenges in pursuing your education and career ambitions as a result of your:
Cultural background
Health problems
Sex
Gender identity
Sexual orientation
Race or ethnicity
Religion
Or other challenging personal circumstances
Please describe these challenges here:
	300 word limit:










	

	PART 2: CONFIRMATIONS 

	2.1 
	Please carefully read and confirm the following:
· [bookmark: _Hlk138944495]All statements made in this application are true at the time of submission.
· I have read and understand the application guidance and eligibility criteria.
· I reside in Birmingham (or its surrounding areas) and I am committed to studying and working in Birmingham.
· I meet the eligibility criteria set out by BLS. 
· If my circumstances change, I shall notify BLS immediately. I accept the BLS may revise any offer made to me depending on the change of circumstances. 
· If shortlisted, I am able to attend an interview via Microsoft Teams in June 2026.
· If my application is successful, The College of Legal Practice or University of Law may specify the course that is most appropriate for me.
· If my application is successful, I will provide regular updates on my progress to the Birmingham Law Society and update the Birmingham Law Society with my contact details.
· If my application is successful and I am awarded a scholarship, I understand that the scholarship shall only be in respect of the course fees only and:
· [bookmark: _Hlk138943886]I confirm I will be able to meet all living costs for myself (and any Dependents) during the period of study; 
· I understand I am responsible for any SQE exam fees and these are not included in the scholarship award; and
· [bookmark: _Hlk138943987]I meet the general admissions criteria for my preferred course with the University of Law/The College of Legal Practice.

	
	I confirm all of the above statements are correct
We will be unable to consider your application if you cannot confirm the above statements are correct.
	

	2.2
	Have you received a formal offer of a training contract?  
Note, as per the eligibility criteria, if at any time during the process your circumstances change, including if you do receive an offer of a training contract at any time during the process.
	

	
	If yes, please specify the firm / organisation name, start date and the name and contact details of a member of staff who will verify this information:
	










	


	

	PART 3: EDUCATION 

	3.1 
	Please provide details of any qualifications gained in higher education (degree level and above) including those you are currently studying for.

	
		Institution
	Qualification / Subject
	Mark (specify expected or

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




	3.2 
	Extenuating circumstances 

	
	Law firms and other providers of legal services place importance on your degree class, with many requiring training contract applicants to have either a first class (1st) or an upper second class degree (2:1).
It is not a requirement for the Diversity and Inclusion Scheme to have achieved or be predicted to achieve a 1st or 2:1 degree, however, if you did not reach your academic potential as a result of studying under difficult circumstances, please describe these circumstances here.
	300 word limit:















	

	PART 4: PERSONAL STATEMENT 

	4.1 
	Please include your personal statement. Your personal statement should include:
· What motivates you to join the solicitors’ profession.
· Discussion of a current affairs item or recent news story you have found interesting that relates to your areas of legal interest.
· What essential skills you believe a solicitor must have and tell us how your experiences have helped you to develop these skills
· What you would like to learn from this placement.
750 word limit (note we will not consider any content which exceeds the 750 word limit)



Set out your personal statement here:
	750 word limit (note we will not consider any content which exceeds the 750 word limit)











































	

	PART 5: COURSE DETAILS 

	The routes into the profession are changing.  
If you are awarded a BLS Diversity and Inclusion Scheme Scholarship you will be required to attend the either of the following educational institutions:
· The University of Law – Birmingham
· The College of Legal Practice - Online learning
[bookmark: _Hlk138943763]Confirmation of the institution will be provided when contacting successful applicants.
The offer of an awarded place may include a specified study mode and length of course (e.g. full time/part time).
If you are successful in receiving The College of Legal Practice award then The College of Legal Practice will speak directly with you about which course is the most appropriate for you.
If you are successful in receiving the University of Law award then the University of Law will speak directly with you about which course is the most appropriate for you.
Applicants to the Diversity and Inclusion Scheme 2026 may apply to either study: 
· LPC Course:
· The Legal Practice Course (LPC) – University of Law (online only)

· SQE Courses:
· LLM Legal Practice combined with SQE preparation course – University of Law
· SQE1 and/or SQE2 preparation course/s – The College of Legal Practice. 
[bookmark: _Hlk138943790]The fees for the LPC or the cost of the SQE preparation courses/SQE preparation courses combined with the LLM will be fully-funded by BLS Diversity and Inclusion Scheme Scholarship partners.
Please ensure you have considered both options and are familiar with the rules regarding these qualification routes. 
Information can be found on the Solicitors Regulation Authority website https://www.sra.org.uk/students/sqe/    

	5.1 
	Please tick the option you are applying for: 

	
	LPC courses (online only) starting in September 2026 on a part time basis (go to part 6)  
	

	
	SQE preparation courses or SQE preparation courses combined with LLM, with SQE1 preparation to be started during the academic year 2026/2027 and SQE2 preparation to be taken within 2 years for University of Law, and up to 4 years for The College of Legal Practice (go to part 7).
	

	

	PART 6: LPC APPLICANTS ONLY 

	Please note Part 6 is for applicants who are applying for an LPC BLS Diversity and Inclusion Scheme Scholarship. If you are applying for an SQE BLS Diversity and Inclusion Scheme Scholarship, please go to Part 7.
You should check if you are eligible for the LPC by visiting the University of Law page: Find your course | University of Law

	6.1
	I already have a confirmed LPC place for the academic year 2026/27  
	

	
	a) Please provide institution details:  
 
b) What is the start date/intended start date:

c) What are the full course fees:

	6.2
	I don’t have a confirmed place; University of Law is my preferred institution
	

	6.3
	I confirm I understand the LPC course start date will be in September 2026 on a part time online basis only. 

	

	

	PART 7: SQE APPLICANTS ONLY

	Please note Part 7 is for applicants who are applying for an SQE BLS Diversity and Inclusion Scheme Scholarship. If you are applying for an LPC BLS Diversity and Inclusion Scheme Scholarship, please go to Part 6.
You should check if you are eligible for the SQE be visiting the following links: https://www.law.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/entry-requirements/ and https://www.collegalpractice.com/our-programmes/apply 

Please fill in the information as fully as possible. Where you are unable to fill in this information due to lack of published information or not having made decision on exam dates, please state ‘yet to be published’ or ‘yet to be decided’. 
Information about SQE assessments can be found here: 
https://sqe.sra.org.uk/exam-arrangements/dates-and-locations 

	7.1
	I have a confirmed place for an SQE assessment and/or preparation course/s. 
	

	
	
a) Please provide institution details:

b) Title of the SQE preparation course/s:

c) Course fees:

	7.2
	I don’t have a confirmed place, my preferred institution is :
	

	
	a) University of Law.
	

	
	b) The College of Legal Practice.
	

	7.3
	Preferred study mode and length of the course (see section 5 for further information). Note, the offer of an awarded place may include a specified study mode and length of course: 

	

	7.4
	Check this box if you have any periods of QWE confirmed by a solicitor or compliance officer.
	

	
	If yes, Please specify the name of the firm/ organisation, the name and contact details of the solicitor who signed off the QWE and the length of the QWE.
	Firm/organisations
	Name of the signing off 
	Contact details 
	Length of QWE 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




	7.5
	Check this this box if you have had 2 years of QWE confirmed by a solicitor or a compliance officer, have you had a formal offer of a newly qualified position.
	

	
	If yes, please specify the firm/ organisation name, intended start date and the  name and contact details of a member of staff who will verify this information:


	

	PART 8: REFERENCES 

	
	Referee 1:

	
	Title and full name:

	
	Job title:

	
	Organisation:

	
	Relationship to you:

	
	Email address:

	
	Telephone number:

	

	
	Referee 2:

	
	Title and full name:

	
	Job title:

	
	Organisation:

	
	Relationship to you:

	
	Email address:

	
	Telephone number:



End of application. 
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